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                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555
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HERSETH                              SANDLIN ANNOUNCES NEARLY $1M IN GRANTS TO COMBAT DOMESTIC                              VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ASSUALT IN SOUTH DAKOTA
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Washington,                              DC-
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 Today, Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced                              $973,932 in grant funding for agencies and coalitions                              in South Dakota from the United States Department                              of Justice Office of Violence Against Women. Of this                              total amount, the South Dakota Department of Social                              Services Office of Violence Against Women will receive                              $817,682 through the STOP Violence Against Women Grants                              Program. The remaining $156,250 has been granted to                              the South Dakota Coalition Against Domestic Violence                              and Sexual Assault (SDCADVSA) through the American                              Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also known as the Stimulus                              bill.
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“Grant                              funding to support victims of sexual assault and domestic                              violence is necessary and worthwhile,” Rep.                              Herseth Sandlin said. “This funding will bolster                              efforts to support victims, effectively prosecute                              perpetrators and increase awareness of domestic violence                              and sexual assault while helping meet recovery goals                              by providing training and technical assistance to                              the professionals who undertake the difficult, but                              vitally important work of combating sexual assault                              and domestic violence.” 
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The                              STOP Violence Against Women Grants Program encourages                              the development and implementation of effective, victim-centered                              law enforcement, prosecution, and court strategies                              to address violent crimes against women and the development                              and enhancement of victim services in cases involving                              violent crimes against women. It envisions a partnership                              among law enforcement, prosecution, courts, and victim                              services organizations to enhance victim safety and                              hold offenders accountable for their crimes against                              women.
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Headquartered                              in Pierre, the SDCADVSA provides direct support to                              more than 20 member battered women’s shelters,                              rape crisis centers and other service providers in                              rural, urban and tribal communities across South Dakota.                              This support is provided in the form of funding, training                              and technical assistance, public awareness activities,                              and public policy advocacy. 
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